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Green Functions for Micropolar Elasticity

Witold Nowacki

1. Introduction

In this paper we shall be concerned with an infinite body which is assumed to be
elastic, isotropic, homogeneous and centrosymmetric. The action of body forces
and moments induces in such a body the formation of displacement u(x, t) and
rotation CÚ(X, t) fields, varying with the position of the point x and time t.

The deformation of the body will be characterized by two asymmetric tensors,
namely the strain tensor yjt and the curvature twist tensor xJt connected with the
displacement and rotation fields by the relations, [1—4]

7ji = Ht.j ~ £kji^k, Xji = Hi.j. (1.1)

The stress state is defined by the stress tensor ayi and the couple-stress tensor fijt.
The dependence between the state of stress and that of strain is described by the
following formulae

OJÍ = in + a) yji + (ji - a) ytJ + k/ufiij* (1-2)

fiji - (y + e) KJt + (y - e) xu + Pxkk8tj. (1.3)

The quantities n, X, a, ji, y, e are material constants. Substituting Eqs. (1.2) and (1.3)
successively, into equations of motion

oJt,j + Xt- QŮi = 0, (1.4)

Sijkcrjk + Hji.j'+ Yi - Itůi - 0, (1.5)

and expressing the quantities y}i and x7-; by the displacements t/j and rotations coif

respectively, — in accordance with formulae (1.1) — we arrive at a system of six
differential equations. We write them in vector form:

(H + a) V2u + (A + H - a) grad div u + 2a rot to + X = QU, (1.6)
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(y + e) V2u> + (/? + y - e) grád div co - 4ato + 2a rot u + Y = /OJ. (1.7)

In the above equations the symbol X denotes the vector of body forces, Y stands for
the body-couple vector, Q denotes the density and /the rotational inertia of the body.
The time derivatives of the functions u, and CŮÍ are marked with a dot.

The aim of this paper is to give basic solutions of the system of Eqs. (1.6) and (1.7)
under the assumption that the body forces and couples vary harmonically with
time.

We seek for the determination of the displacements u = U(/c)(x, £, t) and rotations
to = £l{k)(x, %, t) induced by the action of a concentrated force applied at the point \
and directed parallelly to the xfc-axis as well as for the determination of the displacem-
ents u = Vw(x, \, t) and rotations to = W(k\x, %, t) induced by the action of a con-
centrated moment applied at the point \ and directed parallelly to the xfc-axis. In
this way we obtain two pairs of tensors {Uf\ Q(jk) and (Vf\ Wf>); they will be
called, generally, Green functions for a medium with micropolar elasticity. To deter-
mine the Green functions of the system of Eqs. (1.6) and (1.7) it proved convenient
to make use of the generalized lacovache's functions «p i 4» [5] which — in the theory
of asymmetric elasticity — are connected with the u, to field by the following relations
[6, 7].

u — • 1 Q 4 t p — graddivAp — 2u.TOi\3j>\f, (1.8)

to = E^Qa^ - graddiv 0\\> — 2a rot Q ^ . (1.9)

Introducing (1.8) and (1.9) into the system of Eqs. (1.6) and (1.7) we get

D1(D2[D4 + 4a2V2) ep + X = 0, (1.10)

• 3 ( m 2 E 4 + 4a2V2) ^ + Y = 0. (1.11)

The following notations have been introduced in the relations (1.8), (1.9) and in Eqs.

(1.10), 1.11)

• i = (X + 2n) V2 - Q 8f, B2 = (/i + a) V2 - Q a2,

• 3 = (fi + 2y) V2 - Id) - 4a, Q4 = (y + s) V2 - Id? - 4a, (1.12)

r = (X + fi - a) Q4 - 4a2, 0 = {P + y - e) Q2 - 4a2,

v.Wl, a . , 3 I = .

As may be easily seen, Eqs. (1.10) and (1.11) are particularly useful for the determi-
nation of Green functions. It suffices to find the particular integral of these equations
and then to determine the displacements u and rotations to from the formulae (1.8)
and (1.9). It appears from Eqs. (1.10) and (1.11) that —in the absence of body fordes —
there is 4» == 0> while in the absence of body couples we have 41 = 0.
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2. Effect of concentrated forces and couples

We are going now to consider the state of deformation in an infinite elastic region
induced by the action of body forces and couples, varying harmonically with time.

X(x, 0 = X*(x) e~lttt, Y(x, t) = Y*(x) e""0' (2.1)

In this way, the fields of displacements u and rotations to are formed, both varying
harmonically with time, tvo. Marking with asterisks the amplitudes of the corres-
ponding functions, we rewrite Eqs. (1.10), (1.11) in the following form

(V2 + k2) (V2 + k\) (V2 + k\) cp* + xX* = 0, (2.2)

(V? + k\) (V2 + k2
2) (V

2 + k\) ^ * + <rY* = 0. (2.3)

In the above equations the following notations were used

x - [(A + 2/i) in + a) (y + e ) ] - \ a = [ 0 + 2y) (/i + a) (y + .)]"».

The quantities k\, k\ are roots of the equation

k* - k\a\ + al+ p(r - 2)) + a\{a\ - 2p) = 0, (2.4)
where

co co _ / ^ + ( X V
a2 = ——, 0-4 - —— , c2 = I - I ,

C 2 C 4 \ Q /

/y + eV 2a 2a

V I ) l l
It results from Eq. (2.4)

fcx2,2 = y O f + ff4
2 + P(r - 2) ± V(a4

2 " " I + P(r - 2))2 + 4pra%\ (2.5)

Let us remark that the determinant of Eq. (2.4) is positive.
We shall consider now the homogeneous equation (2.2). According to a known

theorem of Boggio [8], the solution of this equation may be presented in the form
of a sum of partial solutions, namely

<p* = <p'* + <p"* + <p"'*, (2.6)

fullfilling the Helmholtz vector equations

(V2 + k2) cp'* = 0, (V2 + k\) cp"* - 0, (V2 + k\) cp'"* - 0. (2.7)
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The functions ——— a = 1, 2, 3 are particular solutions of Eq. (2.7). However,.
R

only the solutions —-— have a physical sense since only the expressions
R

cos co * - — , f« = - r - . a = 1,2, 3,lR i R
represent the divergent wave propagating from the origin of disturbance to infinity.
Thus the solution of the homogeneous equation (2.2) will take the form

ik2R Jk3R

+ C<P* = A-^- + B - £ - + C - £ - . (2.8).

Similarly, the solution of Eq. (2.3) will be given by the function

Jk3R

(2.9)

Only real phase velocities may appear in Eqs. (2.8) and (2.9). Thus, it should be
k\ > 0, k\ > 0, k\ > 0, k\ > 0. The first and third condition are already satisfied.

4a
The remaining two will be satisfied provided a\ > 2p or else co2 > . This is

a consequence of the relation k\k\ — a\{a\ — 2p) > 0. Two first waves in the
expression (2.8) undergo dispersion as kt and k2 are the functions of the frequency <o.
In the formula (2.9) all three terms represent the waves undergoing dispersion as the
quantity k3 is a function of the frequency co also.

The formulae describing the amplitudes of displacements and rotations will read
as follows:

u* = (X + 2/i) (y + e) (V2 + k\) (V2 + o\ - 2p) <p* +

- (y + e) (A + /i - a) grad div [(V2 + o\ - 2p - »/)]<p* + (2.10)

w* = (/i + a) {fi + 2y) (V2 + o2
2) (V

2 + íc\) <\>* +

- (P + y - B) (y + s) grad div [V2 + a\ - 2r - <*] ^ * + (2.11)

- 2a(2 + 2n) (V2 + k\) rot tp*.

The following notations are introduced in the above expressions

£ = 4a2[(/? + y - e) (y + e)]"1 , r, = 4a2[(? + e) (A + n - a ) ]" 1 .

Let us first consider the action of body forces. Since Y* = 0, the function t[»* = 0,
also. This, we have to consider Eq. (2.2) putting 4»* = 0 in Eqs. (2.10) and (2.11).

In order to get the solution of Eq. (2.2) we shall make use of the operator method
described already in [9]. In this way we obtain

79



Hí
+ Í5 H* ).„.12)

- fcf)(fc| - fc|) {k\~k\){k\-k\)
The vector functions H*, H*, H* have to verify the Helmholtz equations

(V2 + k\) H? = - x X * , (V2 + k\) H* - - x X * , (V2 + k\) H*3 = -xX*. (2.13)

The solution of there equations are given by the functions

( 2 ' 4 )

where
, x) =

Now, we can write the solution of Eq. (2.2) in the form of the function

9*(x) * fffiCiW 4* JJJ K(^, (2.15)

( / c 2 -

Let us assume that at the origin of the coordinate system the concentrated force
X(x, i) = e-icot(X*, 0, 0), where X* = 5(Xi) 8(x2) S(x3) is acting.

From (2.15) we have cp* = (<p*, 0, 0), where

3 ikjRo

V
- k\

(2J6)

Putting (2.16) into (2.11) and (2.12) we obtain

JkiRo

4TIQCO

COj = - ._,

R
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where

Thus we obtained three components of the displacement vector U* (1 ) and three
components of the rotation vector £2* (1 ). If the unit concentrated force be directed
along the xf-axis, then we have to put the index , / " instead of „ 1 " in Eqs. (2.17)
and (2.18). In this case we obtain the displacements U*{r\ Q*(r) fory, r = 1, 2, 3.
These functions form the Green tensors of displacements and rotations.

Putting into (2.17) and (2.18) a = 0 we obtain the known formula of classical
elastokinetics [10]

*() °} e I d d I e ~
Ro 4nea)i dxj dxr \ Ro

. 0.
Here

coo

Let us return to the formulae (2.17) and (2.18). We assume that the concentrated
force acting along the jq-axis leads the rotation co* = Í3*(1) = 0. This reduces to
zero the components xiS = 1, 2, 3 of the curvature — twist tensor. Ten components
of the tensor yu differ from zero. The waves represented by the quantities kt and k2

undergo dispersion.
Let us assume that in an infnite body only the body couples are acting, i.e. we

assume X = 0 and <p = 0. Consider now Eq. (2.3), we rewrite it in the form

(V2 + A*I) (V2 + /fa) (V2 + /i,) <\>* + cY* - 0, (2.20)
where

The function i]>* is the solution of Eq. (2.20)

3 Ji*

^=I~, (2-21)

where

c

The vector functions F*, F*, T* have to satisfy the Helmholtz equation

(V2 + / i 2 ) r ? - - a / * , (V2 + fi2
2)T*2 = - a / * , (V2 + nl)Tl - -(rV*. (2.22)
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In analogy with the solution (2.15) the solution of Eq. (2.20) will read as follows

Let us consider now the action of a concentrated moment applied at the origin of the
coordinate system and acting parallelly to the x1-axis. Putting Y* =
= 5(xx) 5(x2) 5(x3) 5%j in Eq. (2.23) we obtain t]>* = (i/^, 0, 0), where

3 iflrRo

^ 1 V - (2'24)
Substituting tj>* and ep* = 0 into the formulae (2.10) and (2.11) we get

<5,,+

where

It is worth noting that the action of the moment Y* — dix^) 5(x2) 5(x3) btj leads
to the zero-value of the displacement along the x raxis (K*(1) = 0). Consequently
y11L = 0, too. The components of the tensor xri differ from zero. Since fi1, fiz, ^3
depend on the vibration frequency co, all the types of waves appearing in (2.25)
and (2.26) undergo dispersion. Passing to the classical theory of elasticity we obtain
KV> = 0.

Now we may easily pass from the formulae (2.25) and (2.26) to the quantities
V*(r), W*(r) and in this way to the displacements and rotations induced by the
action of the concentrated moment acting in the point £ and directed parallelly to the

Let us consider, moreover, a certain particular case. Assume that a concentrated
force X* = <5(x — Jj) <5> acting at the point % parallelly to the xr-axis. This force
will induce the field of displacements t/*(r) (x, E) and rotations Í2*(r) (x, Í-). Assume
now that a concentrated moment 7j = <5(x — Y)) 5J, is acting at the point YJ parallelly
to the x,-axis. It will produce the field of displacements V*u) (x, ^) and rotations
W*(l) (x, Y)). To the causes and effects formulated in this way we shall apply the
theorem on the reciprocity of works [6]

J (X*u* + Y*co'i*) dV = j (JSTt'*ii* + y/*©*) dV. (2.27)
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= J <5(x - rj) <S,,i2*w (x, \) d

From this equation we obtain

J<5(x - %) 5jrVfU) {x, >]

or

Extending the formulae (2.18) and (2.26) and making use of them we get

, r

(2.28)

4nQc2
2(k\ - kj) "^ x=r)

It is seen that Eq. (2.28) — being an extended form of Maxwell's theorem on reciprocity

known from elastokinetics —is satisfied here.
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